


Editorial Ramblings

How have you spent your Winter?
I have spent mine changing jobs and at the HYCC Yalding Training Establishment.

My boating experience, spread over a number of years, has been generally gained on
the Canal System of the UK, with a small amount of river work on the Avon and Sev-
ern rivers. For those who may not have travelled the canals, navigation consists of
reading the signposts at each junction and taking the appropriate action. Things become
really exciting in the centre of Birmingham (Gas Street Basin), where there is actually a
roundabout!!!

What with my ever increasing connections with the Medway, ie collating all the infor-
mation required for this newsletter, my Boat Safety activities, working at Allington
Marina during the day and having joined the Hampstead and Yalding Cruising Club I
thought that it may be useful over the winter, to take advantage of the HYCC Training
facilities.

I must say that when I joined the HYCC , which was in November 2001, the impres-
sion I received of the club is one of friendly efficiency, similar, I am sure, to the East
Farleigh Cruising Club (EFCC). For anyone becoming involved with the Medway for
the first time, the HYCC booklet, which is received by all new members, gives a
wealth of both general and local information together with very useful contact tele-
phone numbers.

The HYCC also operate a Training Scheme and are willing to offer any boating related
courses which members require. Currently there are two COurses on offer, these being
the One Day VHF DSC course, which includes MCA/RY A Maritime Radio Operator
Certificate of Competence Short Range Examination (and subsequent certificate) and
the One Day Basic Navigation Course, which doesn’t include any certificate, but
teaches participants how to navigate.

Having decided to have a go, I duly presented myself at the “Training Centre’ on Sun-
day 20™ January, where Bryan Clayton and Bob Tuthill proceeded to teach myself and
5 other ‘students’ the art of Radio Operation. I must say that the instructors were €x-
tremely patient, as were other members of the ‘class’ and, between us, we all passed the
exam!!!!
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